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NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION 


No. 1753 


Washington, D. C. 


October 24, 1959 


USDA Organizes Staff for New Product and Process Evaluation 


A new technical staff has been or- 
ganized to evaluate the market poten- 
tial and industrial practicability of 
products or processes which might be 
developed through the research efforts 
of the Utilization Research and Devel- 
opment Divisions of the USDA's 
Agricultural Research Service. 


USDA utilization research is aimed 
at finding new or improved uses for 
farm products and is conducted by the 
Department’s four utilization research 
and development divisions—at Al- 
bany, Calif.; New Orleans, La.; 
Peoria, III.; and Philadelphia, Pa.— 
and at a number of associated field 
stations. 


The new unit, called the Product 
and Process Evaluation Staff, will 
assist the Deputy Administrator of 
USDA's Agricultural Research Serv- 
ice in determining areas where utili- 
zation research appears to offer the 
most economic promise. 


Need for a special staff to devote 
increased attention to the factors that 
determine the size of markets for new 
products was recognized in an ARS 
realignment plan proposed two years 


ago. The new Product and Process 
Evaluation Staff fills this need. 


It was pointed out, when the new 
staff was proposed, that much of the 
statistical data for developing judg- 
ments about going ahead with re- 
search is being compiled by agencies 
in USDA as well as other federal, 
state, and private groups. But it was 
also recognized that a new unit, di- 
rectly responsible to utilization re- 
search officials, was needed to bring 
together the pertinent research find- 
ings, to analyze the problems, and to 
make recommendations in terms of 
utilization research goals. 


Dr. John R. Matchett, Assistant to 
the Administrator in ARS for utili- 
zation research and development, has 
been named director of the new group. 
He will have four staff specialists— 
one each for the chemical industry, 
food and feed industry, fiber industry, 
and commodity economics. Dr. H. 
Wayne Bitting, formerly with the 
Marketing Research Division of 
USDA's Agricultural Marketing Serv- 
ice, has been selected as the staff 
specialist for the food and feed in- 
dustry. The other three specialists 
will be announced later. 


Changes of Ownership in 
Food Marketing Companies 


Twenty-six percent of the com- 
panies in eight food marketing indus- 
tries either acquired or disposed of 
other businesses through purchase or 
merger from 1952 through 1958, ac- 
wae to a report issued by the 

A. 


Eight food industries, representing 
all levels of food marketing, were sur- 
veyed by the Bureau of the Census 
and USDA's Agricultural Marketing 
Service in an attempt to provide more 
complete information on the changing 
size and degree of integration of mar- 
keting firms. 


Marketing researchers found that 
in most industries large companies 
made the most and the largest ac- 
quisitions. Most of the changes were 
made through purchases. Most ac- 
quisitions were within the same in- 


dustry and at the same marketing 
level. 

The survey included 2,721 com- 
panies and covered the following in- 
dustries: dairy products manufactur- 
ing; canning, preserving, and freezing 
(excluding sea food); bakery prod- 
ucts; vegetable and animal oils; food 
product wholesalers; farm product 
assemblers; grocery stores; and food 
stores other than grocery stores. 

Of 145 companies in the “canning, 
preserving, and freezing” category 
that were tabulated in the survey, 
109 or 75 percent reported no ac- 
quisitions and no disposals from 1952 
through 1958. 

Additional details are given in 
Ownership Changes by Purchase and 
Merger in Selected Food Industries 
(Marketing Research Report No. 
369). Single copies may be obtained 
from the Office of Information, U. 8. 
Department of Agriculture, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C 


FDA Declines To Permit 
Acidification of Tomatoes 


The FDA has announced in 
the Federal Register of October 
20 that the standard of identity 
for canned tomatoes will not be 
amended, in the manner pro- 
posed by the Canners League of 
California, to permit the use of 
citric acid as an optional in- 
gredient. 

Text of the FDA order bar- 
ring such an amendment is re- 
produced on page 306. 


Canned Foods Game Offered 
for Women's Club Programs 


First action toward getting the 
canned foods story presented to wom- 
en’s clubs, as directed by the N.C.A. 
Consumer and Trade Relations Com- 
mittee at its August meeting, has been 
completed. The fall issue of the bul- 
letin of the Countrywomen’s League 
described and offered to its 21,000 
clubs an Ink Blot game which tests 
the players’ “canned foods aptitude.” 

The half-hour game has been de- 
vised by writers and artists on the 
staff of Dudley-Anderson-Yutzy, pub- 
lic relations counsel on the C.&T.R. 
Program. Drawn from the Score 
Your Own Canned Foods Aptitude, a 
publication that was distributed to 
food editors early this year, the game 
includes a script and 18 large cards, 
each with ink blots and four interpre- 
tative choices. As each blot is shown 
on the meeting room stage, players 
write down one of the four as what 
they “see” in the blot. The script dis- 
cusses the possible interpretations, in- 
cluding the “best” choice, which has 
something to do with canned foods 
aptitudes. The result is that while 
the women are playing the game they 
are learning interesting facts about 
canned foods. 


Besides offering the game to the 
Countrywomen’s League membership 
(more than a half million), the bul- 
letin also gives the club chairman an 
opportunity to build her program fur- 
ther with a showing of “The Three 
Squares,” the N.C.A. movie about the 
canning industry. 
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Consumer Service Division 


Gloria Hansen, N.C.A. test kitchens 
home economist, is serving this year 
as Chairman of the District of Co- 
lumbia Home Economists in Business 
group. The organization is a section 
of the national group and consists of 
members from Washington, D. C. and 
the suburban area, Alexandria and 
Arlington, Va., and Silver Spring, and 
Baltimore, Md. Before being elected 
chairman, Miss Hansen held numerous 
offices in the organization. 


On October 8, Moselle Holberg, As- 
sistant Director of the Consumer 
Service Division, was speaker for the 
Women’s Club of Burnt Mills Knolls, 
Silver Spring, Md. All classifications 
of canned foods were included in the 
picture illustrated talk entitled “En- 
tertaining Quick Tips.” The audience 
consisted largely of homemakers who 
also hold a job outside the home. 


About 30 state Extension Special- 
ists from 11 southern states and 
Puerto Rico accompanied by Dr. 
Evelyn Spindler, Head, Nutrition Sec- 
tion of the Federal Extension Service, 
met at the N.C.A. in Washington for 
a work shop session on October 12. At 
the meeting C. A. Greenleaf, Associate 
Director, Washington Research Lab- 
oratory, Dr. Howard L, Stier, Direc- 
tor, Statistics Division, and Katherine 
R. Smith, Director, Consumer Serv- 
ice Division, spoke to the group. Later 
a tour was made of the Consumer 
Service kitchens and a question and 
answer period was held with staff 
members. 


C.&T.R. Press, Radio Releases 


A final appetizer release was is- 
sued September 1 for the benefit of 
the outdoor cooks of the Indian sum- 
mer season. Featuring canned to- 
mato juice, apple juice and meat 
spreads, and arguing that these items 
are useful to have ready while the 
coals are heating and the other food 
cooking, it was issued through the 
U. P. Radio Service to 1,628 radio 
stations with an estimated listening 
audience of nearly 15 million. 

On October 9 a general feature 
story was sent to 162 metropolitan 
newspapers with a circulation of 
about 19% million. This dealt with 
several facets of canning: its his- 
tory, economic importance, scientific 
basis, quality control, high retention 
of nutrients, variety, safety and other 
factors, ending with a development of 
the theme “Nature’s Best is Better 
Canned.” Two photos were included 
illustrating variety and convenience. 

Both releases were prepared by the 
Dudley-Anderson-Yutzy organization. 


FDA Staff Organization 


Maurice P. Kerr, Chief of the 
FDA's Minneapolis District office, is 
being reassigned to the Bureau of 
Field Administration in Washington, 
D. C. A. Harris Kenyon, chief inspec- 
tor of the FDA Boston district, is 
being promoted to succeed Mr. Kerr 
as Chief at Minneapolis. 

The FDA also has named Einar T. 
Wulfsberg, a former FDA inspector 
and chemist in the Denver district 
and formerly with the FDA's Bureau 
of Program Planning and Appraisal, 
to head the staff administering the 
1958 food additive amendment. He re- 
places Arthur A. Checchi, who has 
resigned. 

Alan T. Spiher, Jr., formerly in the 
Food Standards Branch of the FDA 
Bureau of Biological and Physical 
Sciences, has been reassigned to as- 
sist Mr. Wulfsberg. He has had ex- 
tensive experience in handling new 
drug applications and petitions for 
pesticide tolerances. 

Also reassigned to assist in han- 
dling food additives matters is Fred- 


erick A. Cassidy, formerly a college 
teacher of chemistry with FDA serv- 
ice as inspector in the Philadelphia 
and Boston districts and as resident 
inspector at Scranton, Pa. 


Dr. K. F. Meyer To Retire 


Dr. K. F. Meyer, eminent scientist 
whose research contributed impor- 
tantly to the development of canning 
techniques, has been succeeded as Di- 
rector of the Hooper Foundation for 
Medical Research, University of Cali- 
fornia, where he has worked for the 
past 46 years, 38 years as Director. 

Dr. Meyer was relieved recently by 
Dr. Ralph Jack Audy, a specialist in 
epidemic diseases. Dr. Meyer “re- 
tired” at 70 years of age in 1953, but 
continued as Acting Director of the 
Hooper Foundation until Dr. Audy’s 
arrival from Malaya, where he headed 
a research unit. 


Dr. Meyer plans to remain at the 
Hooper Foundation for another year 
to continue two projects in which he 
is interested. 


Text of FDA Order on Amendment of Canned Tomato Standard 


Following is the text of the FDA 
order denying an amendment to the 
standard of identity for canned to- 
matoes, as published in the Federal 
Register of October 20: 


DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, 
EDUCATION, AND WELFARE 


Food and Drug Administration 
[21 CFR Part 53] 


TOMATO PrRopuUcTS; DEFINITIONS AND 
STANDARDS OF IDENTITY; QUALITY; 
AND FILL oF CONTAINER 


CANNED TOMATOES; ORDER DENYING 
AMENDMENT OF STANDARD OF IDENTITY 


On July 8, 1959, a notice of pro- 
posed rule making was published in 
the Federal Register (24 F. R. 5511) 
setting forth a 12 made by the 
Canners League of California, San 
Francisco, Calif., to amend the stand- 
ard of identity for canned tomatoes 
to permit the addition of citric acid 
as an optional ingredient. The notice 
allowed 30 days for interested per- 
sons to submit in writing their views 
on the proposal. 


Upon consideration of the comments 
presented and other relevant informa- 
tion, it is concluded that it would not 
promote honesty and fair dealing in 
the interest of consumers to amend the 
standard of identity for canned toma- 
toes as proposed. 

Therefore, pursuant to the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (secs. 
401, 701, 52 Stat. 1046, 1055, as 


amended; 21 U.S.C. 341, 371) and the 


authority delegated to the Commis- 
sioner of Food and Drugs by the Sec- 
retary of Health, Education, and Wel- 
fare (22 F. R. 1045, 23 F.R. 9500): 
It is ordered, That the identity stand- 
ard for canned tomatoes be not 
amended. 


Any person who will be adversely 
affected by the foregoing order may 
at any time prior to the thirtieth day 
following the date of publication of 
this order in the Federal Register file 
with the Hearing Clerk, Department 
of Health, Education, and Welfare, 
Room 5440, 330 Independence Avenue 
S. W., Washington 25, D. C., written 
objections thereto. Objections shall 
show wherein the person filing will be 
adversely affected by the order, shall 
—— with particularity the pro- 
visions of the order deemed objection- 
able and the co for the objec- 
tions, and shall request a public hear- 
ing upon the objections. Objections 
may be accompanied by a memoran- 
dum or brief in support thereof. All 
documents shall be filed in quintupli- 
cate. 

Effective date. This order shall be 
effective upon publication in the Fed- 
eral Register. 

If a public hearing is to be held 
upon objections to this order, an PP 
propriate notice will be published in 
the Federal Register. 


Dated: October 9, 1959. 


[SEAL] Geo. P. LARRICK, 
Commissioner of Food 
and Drugs. 
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October 24, 1959 


Sesquicentennial on TV 


The 150th birthday of canned foods 
and the metal container will be cele- 
brated on two ABC television network 
programs, it is announced by the 
Aluminum Company of America. 


Commercials on the program Al- 
coa Presents,” which has 21 million 
listeners, will be devoted to this sub- 
ject on October 27 and November 17. 
The program is shown through 97 
stations in 40 states, coast to coast. 
It is an evening show, but at a dif- 
ferent time spot in many cities. 
Members should consult their local 
TV listings for exact times of show- 
ings. 

The N.C.A. and the C. M. I. are at 
present working up numerous press 
kits, releases and programs that will 
publicize the birth of canning and 
the anniversary of the first metal can 
patent, respectively, during 1960. 


FDA Order on Standard 
for Canned Peppers 


The FDA has announced in the 
Federal Register of October 16 that 
no objections having been received, 
its order amending the standard of 
identity for canned peppers will be- 
come effective October 26. The order 
permits the addition of certain calcium 
salts to green and red sweet peppers 
(see INFORMATION LETTER of Aug. 29, 
page 270). 


Farm Food Editors Given 
Canned Food Information 


Members of the National Farm 
Home Editors Conference, the food 
editors of farm magazines and papers, 
were entertained during their annual 
meeting in New York City, October 
6, with a special dinner and program 
arranged by Dudley-Anderson-Yutzy 
acting jointly for the N.C.A. Con- 
sumer and Trade Relations Program 
and 11 other clients in various food 
fields, on a share-cost basis. 

The editors were given a dinner at 
New York’s celebrated new restau- 
rant, The Four Seasons, and press 
kits entitled “Food Facts for the Four 
Seasons” were distributed. Included in 
the kit, on behalf of N.C.A., was a 
story dealing with the forthcoming 
1960 sesquicentennial of the birth of 
canning, a statement on the reten- 
tion of nutrients in processed foods, 
with suggestions for the use of various 
canned fruits and vegetables. 

Another press release, for the Tuna 
Research Foundation, dealt with the 
advantages of use of that product, and 
there was similar information on red 
tart cherries in behalf of the National 
Red Cherry Institute. 

Other D-A-Y clients whose releases 
were included in the kit were 
Evaporated Milk Association, Knox 
Gelatin Company, Grandma’s Un- 
sulphured Molasses, The Nestle Co., 
Inc., Brazil Nut Association, National 
Broiler Council, Ac’cent International, 
Can Manufacturers Institute, and the 
Continental Can Company, Inc. 


Shipments of Metal Cans and Glass Containers, Jan.-Aug. 


Shipments of metal cans and glass 
containers during the first eight 
months of 1959 have been reported 
by the Bureau of the Census, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce. 


GLASS CONTAINERS 


1058 1950 change 


Wicde-mouth food: 


Jan.Jduly 24.156 23.086 + 4 
Auguet..... 1.4% 35. % +31 


Narrow-neck food: 


Jan.-duly...... 7405 8.72 +16 
* 2.007 2.850 +42 
Jan.-Au 0% 11,874 722 


METAL CANS 
Per- 
cent 
1958 1050 change 
from 


(short tons of steel) 1958 
Fruits and vegetables: 


Jan.-July......... 712.380 «730.701 + 4 
26.090 «300,100 4+ 1 
1,000,019 1,030,081 + 4 
Meat (ine, poultry): 

76. 82.524 + 8 
10,480 10,008 + 5 
Jan.-Aug........ 86,818 03,287 + 7 
Fish and seafood: 

„. 62,078 06,057 + 6 
15.701 14.214 —16 
. 78,079 79,870 + 2 


Shipments of metal cans for all uses 
totaled 615,000 tons in August this 
year compared with 593,158 tons in 
August last year. 


Henry M. Seippel 


Henry M. Seippel, about 70, retired 
vice president and division manager 
of the Green Giant Company at Beaver 
Dam, Wis., died October 15 following 
a long illness. 


Mr. Seippel was born in Wisconsin 
but spent his boyhood at Rochelle, 
III. He first went to work in a can- 
ning plant in 1901 at Janesville. Sub- 
sequently he worked at Rochelle in 
pea, corn, and asparagus canning. 
He was president of Rochelle Aspara- 
gus Co. from 1932 to 1956. 


In Wisconsin in 1922, he became 
production manager for Central Wis- 
consin Canners, Inc., in 1931 became 
general manager, and in 1937 presi- 
dent. When this firm was merged 
with the Green Giant Company, he 
became vice president and Wisconsin 
division manager until his retirement 
in 1952. 


Mr. Seippel was a member of the 
N. C. A. Raw Products Committee from 
1940 through 1945. He also was on 
the Adjustment Committee, as chair- 
man for Wisconsin, Minnesota, North 
Dakota and South Dakota, until 1951. 


Grades for Lamb Carcasses 


Notice is given in the Federal Regis- 
ter of October 21 that the Agricul- 
tural Marketing Service of USDA 
proposes to amend the official U. S. 
standards for lamb, yearling mutton, 
and mutton carcasses. 


The proposed changes would modify 
the present minimum requirements 
for the Prime and Choice grades, by 
increasing the importance of con- 
formation and external finish and by 
reducing the emphasis on internal fac- 
tors considered in evaluating quality. 
The proposal also would have the 
effect of lowering average fatness for 
Prime and Choice grades. 


Under the proposal, USDA stated, 
there should be a substantial increase 
in the number of lambs which would 
qualify for Prime, thus providing 
two grades with sufficient volume for 
effective merchandising. 


Domestic Sugar Quotas 


USDA announced October 20 an in- 
crease in its estimate of domestic 
sugar requirements and raised the 
sugar consumption quotas for 1959 
from 9.3 to 9.4 million tons. The in- 
crease was made to provide needed 
supplies of sugar to the Northeast, 
USDA stated. 
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1959 Pack of Canned Peaches 


The 1959 pack of canned peaches 
totaled 33,613,216 actual cases com- 
pared with the 1958 pack of 28,395,159 
cases, according to a report by the 
N. C. A. Division of Statistics. 


On the basis of standard cases of 
24/2%’s, the 1959 pack amounted to 
29,268,274 cases compared with the 
1968 pack of 24,806,100 cases. 


State 1958 19590 
(actual cases) 
Michigan 551 485 955,421 
Houtheast 804 058 053 273 
Northwest 1,348,371 1,364,506 
California, total... 26,341,302 30,710,514 
Cling....... 20,151,160 24,746,560 
Elberta 4,855,771 4,470,048 
Other free 334,362 1,403,006 
Other states 259.943 229.802 
U. 8. Total 28,306,150 33,613,216 


Southeast includes Ga., N. C., 8. C., Va., and 
W. Va. Northwest includes Wash., Ore., and Idaho. 
Other states include N. V., Pa., Colo., and Utah. 


Pack of Canned Meat 


The pack of meat canned and meat 
products processed under federal in- 
spection during September has been 
reported by the Agricultural Market- 
ing Service of USDA at 137,286,000 
pounds, including quantities for de- 


fense. 
3 Lbs. Under 
& over 3 Lhe. Total 
ih * of Pp A ) 

Luncheon meat 10.176 68.86 10.011 
Canned hams 18,000 40% 18.4003 
Beef hash. 248 4.869 1.8 
Chili con carne 874 13,307) 14181 
Vienna sausage 250 «4.448 4.708 
Frankfurters and 

wieners in brine. . 1 00 
Deviled ham (ws 
Other potted and dev- 

iled meat products. 10a 2.177 2.280 
T 188 4, 587 1.742 
Sliced, dried beef..... a5 157 102 
Chopped beef.... 11 850 ao 
Meat stew 180 5.802 5.721 
Spaghetti meat prod- 

ucts 201 12.2 12.820 
Tongue (not pickled). 127 163 
Vinegar pickled prod- 

ucta 805 1.2% 2,052 
Sausage... ‘ 422 422 
Hamburger 1.846 2.301 
Soups 1.204 14.474 15,730 
Sausage in oil 557 287 BA 
Tripe... 240 40 
Brains... 45 145 
Loins and picnics 2.081 121 2,153 
All other products» 

20% or more meat. . 4.308 
All other products leas 

than 20° meat (ex- 

cept soup) B84 14.585) 15.458 
Total all products.... 36,071 04,201 141,172 


Columns do not add to totals shown in all cases 
since rounded figures are used. Amounts packed 
for defense are not included in these items. Total 
production, including quantities for defense 
agencies, was 137,286 pounds, 


Stocks of Canned Foods on Oct. 1 and Season Shipments 


Reports on canners’ stocks and ship- 
ments of canned apples, applesauce, 
RSP cherries, and asparagus have 
been issued by the N.C.A. Division of 


Statistics, and detailed reports cover- 
ing the October 1 stock and shipment 
situation have been mailed to all pack- 
ers of these products. 


Canners' Season 
Btocks, Shipments 
Supply Oct. 1 to Oct. 1 
Carry- 1958-50 1950-00 1058 1959 1958 1950 
over Case 
month basis (thousands — — 
Sept. 6/10 1.4060 1,420 1,104 140 302 280 
A Sept. actual 6,221 7,064 4,515 baer 1,706 1,068 
RSP cherries. . July actual 2.6361 4,326 1,000 2,634 051 1.002 
March actual 9.185 8.607 4,367 4,558 4.817 4,190 
Pineapple June actual 19.001 18.515 12.010 10,478 7,651 8,087 
Pineapple juice*..... June actual 13,710 13,144 8,357 0,554 5,353 3,580 


* Source: Pineapple Growers Association of Hawaii. 


1959 Pack of Purple Plums 


The 1959 pack of canned purple 
plums totaled 1,904,066 actual cases 
compared with the 1958 pack of 1,464,- 
663 cases, according to the N.C.A. Di- 
vision of Statistics. 


On the basis of standard cases of 
24/2%'s, the 1959 pack amounted to 
1,700,877 cases compared with 1,271,- 
428 cases in 1958. 


Stato 1958 1950 
(actual cases) 
Northwest... 1,102,624 1,700,745 
Michigan.... 203 030 74,837 
Other states...... 189. 00 38,484 
U. 8. Total...... 1,464,663 1,004,006 


Some of the totals reported here 
differ from totals in the report issued 
by the N.C.A. Division of Statistics on 
October 21. That report included pre- 
liminary figures on the pack in the 
Northwest, and the totals here reflect 


Measuring Rail Transit Time 


A statistical procedure for com- 
puting the average time in transit of 
agricultural and other freight is pre- 
sented in a report issued by the 
USDA. The method permits calcu- 
lation of the average movement of 
cars in miles per day per loaded car. 

Copies of the report, A Method of 
Measuring Transit Time for Rail Cars 
of Agricultural and Other Products 
(AMS 339), may be obtained from 
the Marketing Information Division, 
Agricultural Marketing Service, 
USDA, Washington 25, D. C. 


the completed pack there, as reported 
by the Northwest Canners and Freez- 
ers Association; the revised totals on 
the pack in the Northwest were re- 
ceived after the N.C.A. report had 
been mailed. 
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